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Global issue

The Poverty Plenty Problem

The festival of lights is here, and whilst many of us engage in the act of
cheerfully bursting crackers and gracefully decorating our homes, a
larger population fails to honour this festival in the same fervour.
Poverty is taking over the landscape of our beloved country, and “What
can we do?” is a significant question to ask. The topic of poverty is not
subjective to any border and therefore becomes an essential issue to
address, let alone, solve. This is precisely what we would be delving into
in this edition, uncovering what causes this shift, and how we, as
individuals, can contribute to the largely faced issue-Poverty.

Before the pandemic hit, the United Nations showed a declining
tendency in the number of the disadvantaged population, with a
periodic decline of 11.5%. This percentage has skyrocketed to an all-
time high of 30% due to job losses and economic downturns.
Numerous factors such as societal elements, economic conditions,
demographic traits and political and immigrational issues are the major
contributors that further aggravate the situation.

It is never too late to begin working for a greater cause, and there are
many easy things we can do to help the less fortunate avoid financial
difficulties. The simplest things are educating others and raising
awareness about the issue. Creating avenues for the marginalised to
learn and equip themselves with proper information and skills will
enhance their chances to alleviate their position in life. In addition,
ensuring that the relevant governmental support reaches them timely
will certainly make a significant impact. This is my opportunity, your
chance, and our moment to genuinely bring light and mirror happiness
in the millions of hearts that await in this festive season. It is unfair that
only certain individuals rejoice in light while the others sleep in
darkness!

-Dhairya Kansara, Grade 10
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